
Abraham 

Lincoln Award 
 

Check out all the 

2019 Nominees! 

Graphic Tales 

 
Paper Girls: Volume 1 by Brian K. 
Vaughan et al: In the early hours after 
Halloween on 1988, four 12-year-old 
newspaper delivery girls uncover the 
most important story of all time.  
YA GN VAU 
 
 

Ms. Marvel: No Normal by G. Willow 
Wilson: Follow the adventures of 
Kamala Khan—Avengers fan and 
Pakistani-American Jersey City teen by 
day, Ms. Marvel by night! YA GN WIL 
 
 

True Tales 

 
The Radium Girls: The Dark Story of 
America’s Shining Women by Kate Moore: 
The story of the young women who 
worked at America’s radium factories—
and the horrific toll radium took on 
them. YA 363.1799 MOO 
 
 

Born a Crime: Stories from a South African 
Childhood by Trevor Noah: The 
compelling, inspiring, and comically 
sublime story of one man's coming-of-
age, set during the twilight of apartheid 
and the tumultuous days of freedom that 
followed. YA 791.45 NOA 

Check out the 2018 winner! 
 
 
 
Six of Crows by Leigh Bardugo: Six dangerous 
outcasts. One impossible heist. Kaz’s crew is 
the only thing standing between the world 
and destruction—if they don’t kill each other 
first. YA FIC BAR 
 
 

Curious about the top three? Here they are! 
1. Six of Crows by Leigh Bardugo YA FIC BAR 
2. An Ember in the Ashes by Sabaa Tahir YA FIC TAH 
3. All American Boys by Jason Reynolds & Brendan Kiely 

YA FIC REY 
 

This one’s all about you, the Illinois student! The 
Abraham Lincoln Award is Illinois’ Teen Choice 
Award. As long as you’ve read four or more of the 
books on this list, you get to vote on which one you 
think is the best!  
 
The Illinois School Library Media Association sponsors 
the Lincoln Award, named for famous Illinoisan and 
former President Abraham Lincoln. More information 
on the Award is available at ISLMA’s website:  
https://www.islma.org/lincoln.htm/ 
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Beartown by Fredrik Backman: Beartown’s 
junior hockey league carries the hopes of a 
hopeless town on its shoulders...and 
sometimes, that’s too much. After a violent 
act at their semi-final, ripples travel 
through the town, secrets coming to the 
fore…. YA FIC BAC 
 

 
Three Dark Crowns by Kendare Blake: 
Every generation, triplets are born on 
the island of Fenniborn—three queens, 
equal heirs to the Crown, each 
possessing a unique magic. But 
becoming Queen isn’t just a matter of 
birth: it’s a fight...to the death.  
YA FIC BLA 

 
 
Girl in Pieces by Kathleen Glasgow: As she 
struggles to recover and survive, Charlie 
Davis, 17 and homeless, cuts herself to 
dull the pain of abandonment and abuse. 
YA FIC GLA 
 
 

Wolf by Wolf by Ryan Graudin: This year, 
death camp survivor Yael will compete 
in the annual Axis motorcycle race, held 
to commemorate the Axis win in WWII. 
She’ll have one goal: win—so she can 
kill Hitler. YA FIC GRA 
 

 
Fat Boy vs. the Cheerleaders by Geoff 
Herbach: When the high school 
cheerleading team takes over a soda 
vending machine’s funds, which were 
previously collected by the pep band, 
band geek Gabe, tired of being called 
names and looked down on, declares war. 
YA FIC HER 

 

Read all the 2019 Abraham Lincoln Award Nominees! Novels are below, and graphic novels & true tales are on the flap. 

Illuminae by Amie Kaufman & Jay Kristoff: When 
their planet is attacked, Kady and Ezra find 
themselves on a space fleet fleeing the enemy—
but their ship’s artificial intelligence system and a 
plague may be the end of them all. YA FIC KAU 
 
 

We Are Okay by Nina LaCour: Marin left 
everything from her old life behind when she 
started college. But now, as her friend Mabel 
comes to visit, Marin must face the past, and the 
truth. YA FIC LAC 
 

 
When Dimple Met Rishi by Sandhya Menon: When 
Dimple Shah meets Rishi Patel at a summer 
program for aspiring web designers, she’s trying 
to escape her parents’ obsessions with “marriage 
prospects”—but the more romantic Rishi’s 
hoping to woo her into accepting their parents’ 
arrangement. YA FIC MEN  
 

 
The Thousandth Floor by Katharine McGee: 
Manhattan 2118 is a city of dreams and 
innovations, where anything is possible—if you 
want it enough. Everyone wants something...and 
everyone has something to lose. YA FIC MCG 

 
 
One Of Us Is Lying by Karen M. McManus: When 
the creator of a high school gossip app 
mysteriously dies in front of four high-profile 
students, they all become suspects. They must 
work together to solve the case—before it’s too 
late. YA FIC MCM 
 
 

All We Have Left by Wendy Mills: Now: Jesse 
tries to navigate life as a teenager, still haunted 
by the death of her brother on 9/11. Then: Alia 
is visiting her father at work when the Twin 
Towers are struck. Trapped in the flames, she 
must trust a boy she’s just met. YA FIC MIL 
 
 
 
 

A List of Cages by Robin Roe: When high 
school senior Adam Blake realizes that his 
former foster brother Julian is keeping 
secrets, he will risk everything—including 
his life—to keep him safe. YA FIC ROE 
 
 

Scythe by Neal Schusterman: In a world 
where only a Scythe can end a life, Citra and 
Rowan are apprenticed to the current 
Scythe. Only one may become a Scythe…
and the other must die. YA FIC SCH 
 

 
The Hate U Give by Angie Thomas: After 
witnessing her friend’s death at the hands 
of a police officer, Starr Carter's life is 
complicated when the police and a local 
drug lord try to intimidate her in an effort 
to learn what happened the night Kahlil 
died. YA FIC THO 
 

 
Goodbye Days by Jeff Zentner: After his three 
best friends are killed in a car crash when 
the driver was responding to his text, Carver 
navigates grief and guilt as he tries to 
celebrate their lives. YA FIC ZEN 
 

 
American Street by Ibi Zoboi: When 
Fabiola’s mother is detained upon their 
arrival to the United States, Fab must 
navigate her loud American cousins, the 
grittiness of Detroit’s West Side, a new 
school, and a surprising romance all on 
her own. YA FIC ZOB 
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